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Feeding seagulls - changes to law now in place  

 

Changes to a Jersey law to try to reduce problems with seagulls and other wild birds 

are now in place.  

 

The law change should discourage people from feeding seagulls and other wild 

animals which can cause problems for people living nearby.  

 

It’s now illegal to feed wild birds or other creatures in a way that means they become 

a nuisance or harmful to health. Some birds and rodents carry diseases which can 

be very harmful to human health.  

 

Gulls are beginning to build their nests and are attracted to places with easily 

available food.  Seagulls are protected under the Jersey wildlife law and can only be 

moved by licenced pest controllers. 

 

The Department of the Environment and the Jersey Society for the Prevention of 

Cruelty to Animals (JSPCA) Animals’ Shelter advise the best solution is to take steps 

to avoid gulls nesting on roofs in the first place. If they do nest, householders should 

call pest controllers to tackle the problem early, rather than in May or June when 

eggs or chicks are in the nest. 

 

Director of Environmental Health, Stewart Petrie said “We get a lot of calls from 

householders and businesses fed up with the noise, damage from faeces, building 

damage, spread of disease and other concerns that could be avoided. We definitely 

don’t want to discourage people from feeding wintering birds, but it’s important to do 

it in a way that doesn’t attract feral chickens, cockerels, pigeons, rats, mice and 

seagulls. 
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“If people stop feeding gulls and we limit food waste on the streets, it’s hoped these 

birds will eventually revert to a more natural diet and in time return to the cliffs.”  

 

JSPCA Animals’ Shelter spokesperson, Babs Keywood, said “We get many calls 

about fledgling gulls. Whilst we will always attend calls to sick or injured birds, we 

advise caution if people intervene to help. Sometimes it’s not necessary and gulls in 

particular, as very intelligent birds, will quickly ‘imprint’* on humans causing problems 

for themselves and the public.” 
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Notes to editors 

 

For further information, please contact  

• JSPCA Animals’ Shelter PR and Media Manager, Barbara Keywood, on +44 (0) 

1534 724331 or babs@jspca.org.je 

• Assistant Director Environmental Health Caroline Maffia on +44 (0) 1534 445807 

or c.maffia@gov.je 

• Natural Environment Officer, Department of the Environment, David Tipping on 

+44 (0) 1534 441623 or d.tipping@gov.je or environmentcomms@gov.je 

 

More information 

 

All gulls, their nests, eggs and chicks are protected under the 

Conservation of Wildlife (Jersey) Law 2000. Herring gulls are 

declining worldwide and are protected under international 

agreement. In Jersey, their conservation status is amber. 

 

*Imprinting: A form of learning in which a very young animal fixes 

its attention on the first object with which it has visual, auditory, or 

tactile experience and thereafter follows that object. 

 

 

More information about pest control  

https://www.gov.je/Environment/LandMarineWildlife/Birds/Pages/Seagulls.aspx 
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Environmental Health guidelines: 

 

• don’t scatter food on the ground where it is an easy source of food for rodents 

• bird tables can be accessible to rodents. Don’t overstock them or provide large 

quantities or unsuitable foods 

• use bird feeders with a catch tray to reduce debris falling on the ground 

• site your feeders with care. Suspending them from a metal wire is the only way 

to be certain rodents won’t get into them. 

• ideally, place a small amount of food in feeders daily to ensure they are emptied 

daily 

• don’t use your garden as a dump for unwanted food waste, the birds may not 

want it either but rats and mice probably will 

 

 


